
Special June 2020 Edition       - http://arlington.yorkritetexas.org/OES-pgs.htm Vol.2 Ed.6

We hope you are enjoying these Special Editions.  

Grab a pencil and piece 
of paper.  How many 
words can you make 
using the letters in 
“Father’s Day”?  
We found 40!  

June 14 – Flag Day

How many things can 
you find that are 
wrong in this picture?
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The flag of the United States is one of 
the oldest national standards in the 
world. General George Washington 
first raised the Continental Army flag in 
1776, a red-and-white striped flag with 
the British Union Jack where we now 
have stars. 
Several flag designs with 13 stripes 
were used in 1776 and 1777, until 
Congress established an official design 
on June 14, 1777 — now observed as 
Flag Day. The act stated, “That the Flag 
of the thirteen United States be 
thirteen stripes, alternate red and 
white, that the union be thirteen stars, 
white in a blue field, representing a 
new constellation.” Washington 
explained it this way: “We take the 
stars from heaven, the red from our 
mother country, separating it by white 
stripes, thus showing that we have 
separated from her, and the white 
stripes shall go down to posterity 
representing liberty.

No records confirm who designed the 
original Stars and Stripes, but 
historians believe Francis Hopkinson, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, probably modified the 
unofficial Continental flag into the 
design we now have. The State Navy 
Board of Pennsylvania, on May 29, 
1777, commissioned Betsy Ross to sew 
flags for Navy vessels. Legend credits 
Ross with having sewn the first flag to 
meet the specifications outlined by 
Congress, while changing the stars 
from six points to five to speed her 
work.
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~ May the Lord watch between me 
and thee while we are absent, from 
one another ~
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